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India, the largest democracy in the world has encountered
vet another general election in April 2019, The efection results
are interpreted to be the inner aspirations of the people, which
is contested by the major section of the country. A number of
challenges await the new Government. Nurturing the
cconomical and educational sectors hack to health is the
immediate and main concern of the new government.

r Dear readers,

Greetings!

The education svstem of any nation will be the muin
contributor for its economical development. Our nation has a
large mimber of government schools, colleges and universities
complemented by private educational system. In the process
of restructuring of hoth higher and secondary education, the
Draft National Education Policy, 2019 prepared by a
committee chaired by Dr K. Kasturirangan, has been rebased
by Ministry of Human Resource and Development for public
comments. Any educational policy must aim at making a nation
a knowledge superpower by equipping student citizens with
the necessary skills and knowledge. It also should focus on
the hopes and aspirations of the people as indicated in the
preamble of the Constitution of India, which solemmly resolves
to constitute India into a sovereign, socialist, seculur,
democratic republic and secure to all its citizens justice:
social, economic and political and liberty: of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship.

Revamping and renewing the existing policies are
important because they help educational institutions establish
rules and regulations and create standards of quality for
learning and safety, as well as expectations and accountability.
Without these, they cannot function as learner-friendly. Hence,
rigorous evaluation, discussion and experiments are essential
to build confidence in the new educational policy. This could
be realized by qualitative research. Qualitative research is
an in-depth research using a range of techniques, which aims
to understand why people think, feel, react and behave in the
way that they do. Qualitative researchers must employ a
constructivist research paradigm. We believe, qualitative
research alone would play a vital role in answering our doubts
and queries in the matters related to new education policy
2019.

We greatly appreciate our readers, for sparing tiny? to read
this and at the same time we would like to make an appeal to
use more qualitative approaches in your research to get
qualitative findings which would be an eye opener for the
policy makers.

This issue of our journal carries research papers on different
issues like Friendship Motivation, Eco-Friendly Behaviour,
Priceless Laptop Scheme, Positive Thinking, Lateral
Thinking, and use of Social Media. We hope, this issue will
have a direct implication on all readers in general besides
educational stakeholders on the quality of life. We wish the
reading of this issue will create awareness and divert your
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ASTUDY ON ECO-FRIENDLY BEHAVIOUR AMONG
HIGHER SECONDARY STUDENTS

Research
if’ayer

ABSTRACT

In this study the eco-friendly behaviour of higher secondary students of Thoothukudi District in
Tamil Nadu was focused. 450) samples were collected by random sampling technique. Statistical techniques
used in this study were percentage analysis and ‘t’-test to find out the significant differences between the
subgroup selected for the study. The results show that boy students are better than girl students with respect to
their eco- friendly behaviour. Most of the student posses moderate level of eco-friendly behaviour. Based on
the locality significant difference in eco friendly behaviour is noted. Urban students are better than rural

students in their eco-friendly behaviour and its dimensions.

Introduction

Environment is an indicator of national health. We utilize
the environmental resources for the benefit of human
welfare. The exploitation of the environment may result in
deficit in the availability of resources. Scarcity of resources
develops unhealthy citizens. Exploitation of nature by man
to meet his needs and greed collapses the ecological
balance. The Indian society is fast adapting to western
packed foods and it has become a common practice. One
of the prime reasons for these issues is lack of proper
awareness about waste management. Eco-friendly m¢ans
friendly relationship between humans and their habitat. An
eco-friendly human takes good care of his or her surrounding
environment. The knowledge of eco-friendly behaviour
creates better attitude towards environment where they are
living. The students should develop eco-friendly behaviour
during their life time. So it is essential to assess the eco-
friendly behaviour among the school children.

Significance of the Study

A person who is eco-friendly not only helps his
surrounding to be less harmful, but also helps to save his
fellow human beings and the animals around him; man’s
demands are unlimited and every increasing, resulting in
thoughtless degradation of natural environment.

When the development of science and technology and
the growth of population and industrialization brought a
tremendous change in the natural environment thereby
posing a danger to physical, mental and social health of
man. Therefore programmes on environmental awareness
are catching up. Recognizing this fact we have to make our
mother earth a better place for ourselves and for our future
generation. Hence this problem eco-friendliness among
secondary school students becomes a relevant problem for
investigation and hence it is undertaken.

Hence this study, is entitled as “Eco-friendly behaviour
among higher secondary students™
Operational Definition

The investigators adopted the following operational
definitions for the terms used in this study.

Eco-friendly

Eco-friendly is defined as not harmful to the
environment. ..
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Eco-friendly behaviour

By Eco-friendly behaviour the investigators refer to
the behavioural contributions of higher secondary
students towards green living. Here it is measured in terms
of school based Eco- friendly behaviour, home based Eco-
friendly behaviour and society based Eco- friendly
behaviour.
Higher Secondary Students

By higher secondary students, the investigators mean
those who are studying in XI and XII standard in
Thoothukudi Educational District.

Objectives

I. To find out the level of eco-friendly behaviour and its
dimensions among higher secondary students; and

2. To find out the significant difference of eco-friendly
behaviour of higher secondary students based on
gender and locality.

Null hypotheses

I. There is no significant difference between boys and
girls higher secondary students in their eco-friendly
behaviour and its dimensions.

2. Thereis no significant difference between ruraf and
urban higher secondary students in their eco-friendly
behavior and its dimensions.

Methodology
Simple random sampling technique isused in the present study
Sample

By using simple random sampling technique 450 higher
secondary students from Thoothukudi District were selected
as sample.

Tool used

Eco-Friendly behaviour questionnaire was constructed
and validated by Chitra Ponnammal and Thomas Alexander
(2018)

Statistical technique used

present study are percentage analysis, mean, standard

Statistical technigues used in the

deviations and *t” test.
Analysis of Data

Objective 1.To find out the level of eco-friendly
behaviour and its dimensions among the higher secondary

students.
Table 1

Level of Eco-friendly Behaviour of Higher

Secondary Students in Terms of the Total Sample

"y E::’mf:l‘: ::;-"m Low | Moderate | High
dimensions N Yo N %o N Yo
;r":;’;’];b;;‘;:\i:; 74 | 164] 292 | 64.9| 84 | 187
lr:l‘;?:;;"b’:‘;i \“::; 77 {170 | 301 |e69] 72 | 16
;ﬁﬂ; bﬁiﬁﬁ 73 | 162] 318 | 707 59 | 13.1
Ej;{ﬁ’l‘rdl” 75 [167] 297 | 66 | 78 | 17.3

It1s inferred from the above table that among the higher
secondary students 16.4% have low, 64.9% have moderate
and 18.7% have high level of school based eco-friendly
behaviour. Among them 17.1% have low, 66.9% have
moderate and 16.0% have high level of home based eco-
friendly behaviour. Among them 16.2% have low, 70.7%
have moderate and 13.1% have high level of society based
eco-friendly behaviour. Among them 16.7% have low,
66.0% have moderate and 17.3% have high level of eco-
friendly behaviour.

Hypothesis1

There is no significant difference between boys and girls
higher secondary students in their eco - friendly behaviour
and its dimensions.
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Table 2
Difference Between Boys and Girls Higher
Secondary Students in their Eco-friendly Behaviour

and its Dimensions

Calcula |[Remark
Dimension| Category| N | Mean| S.D ted at 5%
't'-value | level
School
- . Boys 202 | 33.44 | 5.962
l?a_.sed eco 2109 S
friendly
behavisii Girls 248 | 32.33 | 5.187
Home
ased eco- s 202 | 355 155
t‘ll.'a(.d eco Boys 02 | 35.54 | 6.1 0.569 NS
friendly
behaviour | Girs | 248 [ 35.85 | 5.258
Society
< - " 2 bl
1?a‘aed eco- Boys 202 | 26.36 | 4.987 0.304 NS
friendly
behaviour Girls 248 | 26.50 | 4.390
Eco-
; 202 | 95.34 [ 14.771 i
friendly Bops: | 20 ’ 0514 | Ns
behaviour Girls 248 | 94.67 | 12.790

(At 5% level of significance the table value of “t” is 1.96)

It is inferred from the above table that there is no
significant difference between boys and girls higher
secondary students in their home based eco-friendly
behaviour, society based eco-friendly behaviour and eco-
friendly behaviour. But there is a significant difference
between boys and girls higher secondary students in their

school based eco-friendly behaviour.

While comparing the mean scores of boys (mean=33.44)
and girls (mean=32.33) higher secondary students, boys
students are better than girls students in their school based

eco-friendly behaviour.
Hypothesis 2

There is no significant difference between rural and urban
higher secondary students in their eco-friendly behaviour

and its dimensions.

Table 3
Difference Between Rural and
Urban Higher Secondary Students in
their Eco-friendly Behaviour and its Dimensions

Calcula

Remark
Dimension | Category| N Mean S.D ted at 5%
't'-value| level

School
ha?secl eco- Urban | 208 | 33.53 5.533 3502 S
fricndly
beha viour Rural 242 | 32.22 5.54
Home based Ut 208 36.42 5873
eco- friendly = ol Bt 2.46 S
behaviour gl [ 242 | 351 | 5.435
Society
based e56 Urban | 208 | 27.13 | 4.619
. 2.933 S
friendly
behaviour - Rural | 242 | 25.84 | 4.627
‘co-friendly ¢ 2 97. 3.615
Eco fl_k ndly | Urban 08 | 97.08 | 13.61 3 046 S
behaviour

Rural 242 | 93.17 | 13.547

(At 5% level of significance the table value of *t" is 1.96)

It is inferred from the above table that there 1s a significant
difference between rural and urban higher secondary
students in their school based eco-friendly behaviour, home
based eco-friendly behaviour, society based eco-friendly
behaviour and eco-friendly behaviour.

While comparing the mean scores of urban
(mean=33.53, 36.42, 27.13, 97.08) and rural
(mean=32.22, 35.10, 25.84, 93.17) higher secondary
students, urban students are better than rural students in
their school based eco-friendly behaviour. home based
eco-friendly behaviour, society based eco-friendly
behaviour and eco-friendly behaviour.

Findings of the Study

The result of the study shows that most of the students
possess moderate level of eco-friendly behaviour. There is
asignificant difference in their eco-friendly behaviour based
on the gender. The level of eco-friendly behaviour of urban
students 1s highly significant when compared to the rural
students. Hence test of significance for difference between
the mean of boys and girls, urban and rural students reveal
that there was a significant difference in the level of eco-
friendly behaviour.
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Educational Implications of the Study

The findings of the study reveal that the present
generation possess moderate level of eco-friendly behaviour.
Boys are better than the girls in their eco-friendly behaviour,
This may be due to the fact that boys are always associated
with nature loving in their passion.

The urban students have more eco-friendly behaviour
as compared to the rural students. Therefore information
recording environmental issues and actions to increase
awareness level should be given more in schools of rural
areas. Further the importance of media, and role of families
and other voluntary organizations should try to change the
thinking style and life style among the future generations.

Conclusion

Research
The dangerous level of pollution Paper /

and degradation of nature necessitates
that environmental education at school level should be

emphasized and its objectives must be achieved. The
government policy in this regard is very explicit as well as
college level of'education. Talking about environmentalism
will not save the carth and therefore legal action and
environmental education from childhood above can save
our mother earth. The programme that was implemented
for creating environmental awareness among the higher
secondary school student was found to be effective.
Although schools are having eco-clubs but they do not have
planned programmes and even do not have seriousness in
implementing them. The school teachers also become aware
of the different activities to be organized for environmental
awareness. It was felt that many such activities to be
organized in schools. These activities will be very helpful in
sensitizing students towards environmental problems and
generating Eco-friendly habits.
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