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Dear readers. g

Greetings!

India, the fargest democracy in the world has encountered
vet another general election in April 2019. The election results
are inferpreted to be the inner aspirations of the pecople, which
is contested by the major section of the country. A number of
challenges await the new Government. Nurturing the
cconomical and educational sectors back to health is the
immediate and main concern of the new government.

The education system of any nation will be the muin
contributor for its economical development. Our nation has a
large number of government schools, colleges and universities
complemenited by private educational system. In the process
of restructuring of both higher and secondary education, the
Draft National Education Policy, 2019 prepared by a
committee chaired by Dr K. Kasturirangan, has been rebased
hy Ministry of Human Resource and Development for public
comments. Any educational policy must aim at making a nation
a knowledge superpower by equipping student citizens with
the necessary skills and knowledge. It also should focus on
the hopes and aspirations of the people as indicated in the
preamble of the Constitution of Indiu, which solemnly resolves
to constitute India into a sovereign, socialist, secular,
democratic republic and secure to all its citizens justice:
social, economic and political and liberty: of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship.

Revamping and renewing the existing policies are
important because they help educational institutions establish
rules and regulations and create standards of quality for
learning and safety, as well as expectations and accountability.
Without these, they cannot function as learner-friendlv. Hence,
rigorous evaluation, discussion and experiments are essential
to build confidence in the new educational policy. This could
be realized by qualitative research. Qualitative research is
an in-depth research using a range of techniques, which aims
to understand why people think, feel, react and behave in the
way that they do. Qualitative researchers must employ a
constructivist research paradigm. We believe, qualitative
research alone would play a vital role in answering our doubis
and queries in the matters related to new education policy
2019.

We greatly appreciate our readers, for sparing tinee to read
this and at the same time we would like to make an appeal to
use more qualitative approaches in your research to get
qualitative findings which would be an eye opener for the
policy makers.

This issue of our journal carries research papers on different
issues like Friendship Motivation, Eco-Friendly Behaviour,
Priceless Laptop Scheme, Positive Thinking, Lateral
Thinking, and use of Social Media. We hope, this issue will
have a direct implication on all readers in general besides
educational stakeholders on the quality of life. We wish the
reading of this issue will create awareness and divert your
mind towards positivity.

With Regards
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FRIENDSHIPMOTIVATIONAMONG SPECIAL CHILDREN

Research
Paper

ABSTRACT
This paper aims af finding out the friendship motivation of carly adolescents with hearing impairment and
challenge in visual ability. The sample for the present study constitutes 200 randomly selected special children,
out of which, 75 of them of are visually challenged and 125 of them are hearing impaired. The Friendship
Motivation Questionnaire prepared and validated by Anbu Selvi and Michael J Leo (2014) was employed.
The results revealed that the special children staying at hostel showed better friendship motivation than the

day-scholars. The visually challenged children recorded better score in getting inspiration from friends than

the children with hearing impairment.

Introduction

Education is an experience of sharing knowledge and
getting knowledge about experience. It is a cooperative
venture by nature. It helps to acquire future oriented visions.
Educational institutions play a vital role in shaping the
citizens of a nation by adopting formal and informal sharing
of experience, knowledge and skills. These tasks are
materialized through the stakeholders of educational
institutions like teachers, peer groups, administrators and
other supportive staff members. Dominantly, the peer
influence plays a vital role in the execution of the curriculum
and its transaction. Especially, in the special schools,
increasing the participation of special children in culture,
curricula, classroom activities and community participation
like everyone else and making them feel confident is a
challenging task. It may not be achieved without the help
of the peers and friendship motivation.

Significance of the study

Friends are cognitive and affective resources, who foster
self-esteem, develop motivation and expand the horizon
of well-being. Motivation is the art of stimulating interest
on a specific task in the classroom of a special school.
Friends motivate one another that increase their chances
of having successful outcomes in future, support in handling
the stress and boost the leve] of self-esteem. In a classroom,
the sociogram pattern may be helpful to identify the
friendship motivation of students.

Friendship can be motivated by pleasure (delectable),
by usefulness (utile) and by virtue. In the first two friend’s

identity as a person is less important than pleasure and
usefulness. Regarding the third mutual respect and

admiration are more powerful and the friendship is enduring.

But in a classroom which consists of different students
with a wide range of intelligence, emotional and social
maturity, the special children invite certain limitations.
The nature and severity of these limitations depend upon
the type and degree of their challenges physically and
mentally. Naturally, these limitations cause changes in
behaviours. The special children feel that they are different
from others. This feeling hampers the growth and
development of their personality. An individual who is
continually in conflict with and dissatisfied with self, may
not be matured enough to play his role in life satisfactorily.
Here, the dissatisfaction could be converted into satisfaction
and happiness by availiné ahealthy classroom environment
which is possible through better friendship initiatives and
motivation among the peers. So, this study aims at finding
out the friendship motivation of children with hearing and
visually challenged.
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Definition of the Terms
Friendship Motivation

By the term * fricndship motivation” the investigators mean
obtaining and maintaining relationship with the students of
same age and class in order to achieve the academic goal,
academic help-seeking, self-disclosure, learning social
competence and experiencing positive life events by the
special children. It includes the dimensions namely sharing,
help and inspiration.
Special Children

By the term special children the investigators mean early
adolescents studying in IX and X classes at special schools
with hearing impairment and visually challenged.

Objectives

.. To find out the level of the friendship motivation of
carly adolescent children with hearing impairment and
visually challenged;

il.  To find out whether there is any significant difference
between the early adolescent special children who are
day-scholars and hostlers in their friendship motivation
and its dimensions; and

i, To find out whether there is any significant difference
between the children with hearing impairment and
visually challenged in their friendship motivation and
its dimensions.

Null Hypotheses

L Thereis no significant difference between the special
children who are day-scholars and hostlers in their
friendship motivation and its dimensions.

ii.  Thereisnosignificant difference between the children
with hearing impairment and visual challenge in their
friendship motivation and its dimensions.

Method and Tool Used

The population for the present study consists of children
studying in special schools of Tirunclveli and Kanyakumari
revenue districts of Tamil Nadu. The sample for the present
study constitutes 200 randomly sclected special children

with hearing impairment and visually challenged. Out of

which, 75 are visually challenged and 125 are hearing
impaired. The Friendship Motivation Questionnaire

prepared and validated by Anbu Research
Sclviand Michael J Leo (2014) was
employed to measure the Friendship

motivation of special children with hearing impairment and
visually challenged.

Findings
Objective 1: To find out the level of the friendship

motivation of early adolescent children with hearing
impairment and visually challenged.

Table 1

Level of the Friendship Motivation of Early
Adolescent Children with Hearing Impairment and

Visually Challenged
Friendship
Motivation Cat Low Moderate High
&its ategory
Dimensions N % N % N %o
C!:Q?Feillzd 1l w7feo [ s0] 4] s3
Sharing . .g-
Hearing o0 o) [ 84 669 ] 15 | 1.1
Impaired
C:”?l“"‘“yd 7 193 |59 [787] 9| 12
Help o8 eflge
Hearing ) 1 177 96 | 766 | 7 | 56
Impaired
Visually ¢ 5 i 5
L Challenged ’ 12 > o8 151 20
Inspiration -
Hearing o | 205 | o5 |758] 5 | 4
Impaired
Visually : :
Friendship | Challenged 6 8 21693117127
Motivation :
Hearing | o3 | 155 oa | 75 | 8 | 65
Impaired

The above table shows that among the visually chal lenged
8% have low, 69.3% have moderate and 22.7% have hi gh
level of friendship motivation. Regarding the hearing impaired
18.5% have low, 75% have moderate and 6.5% have high

level of friendship motivation.

Hypothesis 1 : There is no significant difference
between the special children who are day-scholars and

hostlers in their friendship motivation and its dimensions.
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Table 2
Mean Difference Between the Special Children
Who are Day-Scholars and Hostlers in their
Friendship Motivation and its Dimensions

Friendship |  pay Scholar Hosteller | Cateutn | B¢
Motivation (N=56) (N=144) ted “t° mark
Kits value at 5%
Dimensions | Mean SD Mean} SD level
Sharing 3146 3.273 32.73 ] 3.811 2.348 S
Help 4547 5.482 | 48.89 1 53791 3.983 S
Inspiration 336 3.598 35251 3719 2.879 S
Friendship 116 53| 10478 | 116.88] 10552 3.833 S
Motivation

(At 5% level of significance, the table value of “t’ is 1.96)

It is inferred from the above table that there is a significant
difference between the special children who are day-
scholars and hostlers in their friendship motivation and its
dimensions namely sharing, help and inspiration. While
comparing the mean values the special children staying at
hostel are better than the day-scholars in their sharing, help,
mnspiration and friendship motivation.

Hypothesis 2:

There 1s no significant difference between the children
with hearing impairment and visually challenged in their
friendship motivation and its dimensions.

Table 3

Mean Ditference Between the Children with
Hearing Impairment and Visually Challenged in
their Friendship Motivation and its Dimensions

Friendship Visually Hearing Re
Motivation Challkenged Lmpaired C:ldc ‘utl’at mark
&its (N=75) (N=125) at5%
. . value

Dimensions | Mean SD Mean| SD level
Sharing 3193 § 3.164 | 31.75] 3.655 0.36 NS
Help 4712 § 5.425 | 46.02 ) 5.771 1.337 NS
Inspiration 3512 | 3.605 | 33.43] 3584} 3.201 S
Fri -

riendship 0o ] 1032 {1ivao] r1os | 1ese | ns
Motivation

(At 5% level of significance, the table value of ‘t’ is 1.96)

It is inferred from the above table that there is
no significant difference between the children with
hearing impairment and visually challenged in their
friendship.

motivation and its dimensions namely
sharing and help. But there isa
significant ditterence between the
children with hearing impainment and visually challenged in
their friendship motivation and its dimension inspiration.
While comparing the mean values of the children with
hearing impairment and visually challenged, the visually
challenged children are better than their counter parts in the
dimension of inspiration.

Research
Paper

Interpretation and Recommendations

The interpretations are made based on the findings trom
the above tables:

a. The percentage analysis shows that the majority of
the special children express moderate level of friendship
motivation. This may be due to fact that the special children
face constrains and hurdles in understanding their peers.
Their gateway of knowledge challenge them to develop
friendship.

b.  The special children staying at hostel show better
friendship motivation than the day-scholars. This may be
due to the attitude of the special children towards the hostel.
They consider hostel as their primary place to interact with
the peer group available throughout the day to cherish, share,
help, reflect and inspire friends.

c. Thevisually challenged children show better score
in getting inspiration from friends than the children with
hearing impairment. This may be due to the fact that the
visually challenged children possess the oral or auditory input
clear than the other type of inputs. So they may get inspired
while chatting, sharing and exchange of knowledge in
academics with friends.

The following are the recommendations given by the
investigators based on the findings of the study.

a. The residential facility in special schools may
enhance friendship motivation and peer cooperation among
the special children.

b.  The constructive classroom environment may be
helptul for special children to interact with one another
smoothly.

¢.  The groupactivities and collaborative ventures could
be thought of in special schools which may enhance their
friendship motivation and to be successful in life.
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d. Thelife skill development and training programmes
may be orpanized for the special children which may pave
the way to practice the skills in the academic premises.

¢.  The Individual Programme Plan (1PP) could be
implemented which may help in bringing out the individual’s
academic, psychological and social needs.
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